Letter to Editor VtDigger: RFK Jr Must Be Removed from HHS September 9 2025


We of Vermont’s public health professional community demand the immediate dismissal of HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. We call on Vermont’s Congressional delegation and Governor Scott to join as a unified front to demand his removal. Kennedy’s world view is anti-science, militantly anti-vaccine, based in biological racism and is driven by ideology that is the antithesis of responsible and just public health practice.   

Kennedy is decimating the national public health infrastructure by creating chaos at HHS and its subsidiary agencies (CDC, NIH, FDA, etc.) He has fired an estimated 10,000 HHS employees and fired the director of the CDC Director, Dr. Susan Monarez, who resisted enforcing his directives. Her firing prompted other leaders from CDC to resign in protest. He has dismantled the CDC’s essential data and research capacity and imposed an illogical dogmatic based framework to control CDC functioning.   

Kennedy’s ideological views on vaccines will destroy a well-developed system of research, development, and distribution of safe, effective, and affordable vaccines to children, families and individuals. He has hindered the availability of COVID-19 vaccines – creating a dangerous situation that will set the stage for widespread outbreaks or pandemics over the next decades. He has restricted full access to children’s vaccines, endangering the health of our next generation by inviting outbreaks of once controlled diseases such as polio and measles. 

Robert F Kennedy is a grave threat to our society and must be removed – the essential health of our population - both Vermont and the US - is at stake. 


Signatures: 

Sally Kerschner, RN, MSN, is a public health nurse and a member of SOS for Public Health, a group of former and retired Vermont health department employees who are dedicated to speaking out strongly for Vermonters’ health. 

Jon Shaffer, PhD, is an assistant professor of sociology at the University of Vermont and is a national organizer for Defend Public Health:  https://www.defendpublichealth.org/ 



